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Dear Producer/ Interviewer: 

 

College students are getting a raw deal—the 21 million enrolled today, those on their way, and the much-maligned 

Millennials who have graduated in the last fifteen years. Why? The schooling they’re receiving was developed in the late 

nineteenth century to train farmers and shopkeepers to be factory works and office managers. At the height of the 

momentous changes to life, work, and society driven by industrialization and the accompanying urbanization, America’s 

elite Puritan colleges went through a massive redesign, shifting away from their founding mission to train ministers 

toward the preparation of future leaders of new professions, new institutions, and new companies. Such prescriptive, 

disciplinary, and specialized training worked well for most of the twentieth century… but it makes a lot less sense for our 

post-industrial, post-internet world. 

 

In THE NEW EDUCATION: How to Revolutionize the University to Prepare Students for a World in Flux (Basic 

Books; September 5, 2017), Cathy N. Davidson argues that we desperately need a revolution in higher learning if we 

want students to succeed in our current age of precarious work and technological disruption.  

 

Journeying from elite private schools and massive public universities to forward-thinking community college, she profiles 

iconoclastic educators who are remaking their classrooms by emphasizing creativity, collaboration, and adaptability over 

expertise in a single, often abstract discipline. Working at the margins of the establishment, these innovators are breaking 

down barriers between ossified fields of study; presenting their students with multidisciplinary, real-world problems; and 

teaching them not just how to think, but how to learn.  

 

Cathy N. Davidson directs the Futures Initiative at the City University of New York (CUNY). Previously, she spent twenty-

five years at Duke University, as a scholar and administrator. As a part of an interview, she can discuss: 

 

• What makes higher education out of date; 

• What needs to change about college, why it needs to change, and how it can change; 

• Why students need more than skills training and STEM; 

• What students can do to get the most out of their education; 

• What educators can do to make change; 

• Whether the soaring cost of college tuition is worth it; 

• The social consequences of soaring tuition; 

• The role of technology in the new education; 

• What a 21st century education should look like; 

• Which schools already embody a 21st century education. 

 

Cathy N. Davidson is available for interviews. To schedule an interview, or for additional information about THE NEW 

EDUCATION, I can be reached at the number and email below. 

 

Best wishes, 

   

 

Carrie M. Majer 

Senior Publicist  

carrie.majer@hbgusa.com  

(212) 364-0665 



 

Event Schedule for 

THE NEW EDUCATION 
How to Revolutionize the University to Prepare Students for a World in Flux  

CATHY N. DAVIDSON 
 (Basic Books; September 5, 2017) 

 

September 26, 2017 at 6:30 pm 

in conversation with William Kelly, Mellon Director of NYPL Research Libraries 

New York Public Library 

476 Fifth Avenue 

New York, NY 10018 

 

October 11, 2017 at 4 pm 

Duke University, Penn Pavilion  

107 Union Drive 

Durham, NC 27710 

 

October 12, 2017 at noon 

National Humanities Center 

7 TW Alexander Drive 

 Durham, NC 27709 

 

October 12, 2017 at 7 pm 

Regulator Bookshop 

720 9th Street 

Durham, NC 27705 

 

October 20, 2017 at 12 pm 

Mozilla San Francisco 

2 Harrison Street, Suite 175 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

 

November 4, 2017 at 4:15 pm 

HASTAC International Conference 

University of Central Florida 

Center for Emerging Media 

500 West Livingston Street 

Orlando, FL 32801 

 

November 6, 2017 at 6:30 pm 

in conversation with NPR’s Anya Kamenetz 

The Graduate Center, CUNY 

365 5th Avenue 

New York, NY 10016 

 

November 11, 2017 at 3 pm 

Chicago Humanities Festival 

Chicago Cultural Center 

Claudia Cassidy Theater 

78 E Washington Street 

Chicago, IL 60602 

 

November 15, 2017 at 4:30*  

Georgetown University 



 
 

Riggs Library 

Washington, DC 20057 

 

January 5, 2018 at 3:30 pm 

Modern Language Association annual convention 

New York Hilton Midtown 

West Ballroom 

1335 6th Ave 

New York, NY 10019 

    

February 15, 2018 at 4 pm 

Georgia Institute of Technology  

The Ivan Allen College of Liberal Arts  

North Avenue NW 

Atlanta, GA 30332 

 

February 16, 2018 at 2 pm 

Agnes Scott College 

141 E College Avenue 

Decatur, GA 30030 

 

March 2, 2017 

UCSC Center for Innovations in Teaching and Learning 

Santa Cruz, CA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*open to campus community and alumni 
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Publication date: September 5, 2017                                         (212) 364-0665 
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“An engaging, anecdotal, wide-ranging look at educational innovation… a persuasive plea for creative learning.”  

—Kirkus Reviews 

 

THE NEW EDUCATION 
How to Revolutionize the University to Prepare Students for a World in Flux  

CATHY N. DAVIDSON 
 

At 17 years and 364 days old, your parents can tell you what to do. When you wake up the next morning, they, legally, 

cannot. You have crossed over. In individual and social terms, the consequences of that crossing are so vast that they are 

constantly debated. How old do you have to be to drink? To be tried as an adult? To go to war? Sometimes it’s 18, 

sometimes 21, and there are arguments about which age is more just. Because it matters. And not only to you, but also to 

your society. How you are prepared to join and perhaps lead a community, a generation, a world, matters to those who 

have gone before you and those who will come after. It’s a pivotal moment. You are on your own.  

 

Cathy N. Davidson has witnessed this transformation thousands of times over her long career as a college professor. 

Parents witness the transformation too. The child who goes off in September is not the adult who returns for 

Thanksgiving. As they always have, institutions of higher education are helping young people transform themselves, 

helping them move from dependence to independence, from childhood to adulthood. College is good at that. But as 

Davidson argues in THE NEW EDUCATION: How to Revolutionize the University to Prepare Students for a 

World in Flux (Basic Books; September 5, 2017), college is no longer good at equipping graduates to succeed in an 

ever more complex and bewildering world. 

 

The modern American university is 150 years old. The infrastructure, curriculums, and assessment methods we have now 

were developed between 1860 and 1925 when an ambitious cadre of educators led by Charles Eliot, the energetic and 

forward-thinking young president of Harvard at the time, redesigned the Puritan college for an unfolding age of 

industrialization and urbanization that required managers, not ministers. They defined academic disciplines, fortifying and 

separating departments and divisions, majors and minors. They founded ranking and accreditation organizations that 

systematized and enshrined their values. They developed the educational measurements we use today: grades, bell curves, 

admissions exams, timed and standardized tests, etc. 

 



 
 
As was the age of industrialization, the internet era has been marked by complex and far-reaching social, political, and 

economic changes wrought not by steam power and assembly line mechanization but by digitization and algorithm-based 

global redistribution of ideas, capital, goods, labor, and services. This is not just new technology but a new way of being 

that has so fully transformed the world that it’s hard to grasp how much we have changed. Yet for students born after 

1993, there is no “before” and “after.” It’s difficult for them to even comprehend what came before this technological age.  

 

As Davidson argues, just as Eliot and others wholly remade the Puritan college, so too do we need to redesign higher 

education systemically and systematically, from the classroom to the board of trustees, from the fundamentals of how we 

teach and learn to how we measure outcomes, select, credential, and accredit in this hyper connected, precarious time. 

Redesigning higher education demands institutional restructuring, a revolution in every classroom, curriculum, and 

assessment system. It means refocusing away from the passive student to the whole person learning new ways of thinking 

through problems with no easy solutions. It shifts the goal of college from fulfilling requirements to learning for success 

in the world after college. It means testing learning in serious and thoughtful ways, so that students take charge of what 

and how they know, how they collaborate, how they respond to feedback, and how they grow. It teaches them how to 

understand and lead productively in the changing world in which they live. 

 

From the Ivy League to community colleges, Davidson profiles innovators who are remaking college for the 21st century. 

We meet anthropology students at Kansas State University who have moved out of their dorms and into a retirement 

community to study aging. At Georgetown University, students, faculty, and even the college President are building a 

curriculum that breaks down the boundaries between fields and creates new ones that map to challenges students will face 

after graduation. And at the City University of New York, a groundbreaking program trains top doctoral students to teach 

at community colleges like LaGuardia Community College, where 125 first languages are spoken, preparing them for the 

increasing diversity of American society. 

 

An essential, urgent book, THE NEW EDUCATION ultimately reveals how we can educate students not only to survive 

but to thrive amid the challenges to come. 

 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: 

Cathy N. Davidson directs the Futures Initiative at the City University of New York (CUNY). Previously, she spent 

twenty-five years at Duke, as a scholar and administrator. She is the author of many books including Now You See It and 

has written for the Wall Street Journal and Fast Company, among others. Davidson lives in New York, NY. She tweets at 

@CathyNDavidson. Visit her website at www.cathydavidson.com. 
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Advance Praise for 

THE NEW EDUCATION 
How to Revolutionize the University to Prepare Students for a World in Flux  

CATHY N. DAVIDSON 
 (Basic Books; September 5, 2017) 

 

“The New Education is an inspiring, well-researched, and compellingly written manifesto for a revolution in learning and 

teaching. It is a book for everyone who wants to understand why and how universities need to be reimagined for the 

twenty-first century—those who have been ‘educated’ and those who aspire to be. It is the most important book I have 

read in many years.” —Tony Wagner, Harvard University i-lab expert in residence and author of The Global 

Achievement Gap and Creating Innovators 

 
“The New Education compels us to equip our students with creative new tactics for navigating the volatile present. 

Grounded in a deep understanding of both historical and current crises in education, Davidson challenges us to 

reinvigorate and reconsider our approach to reform.” —danah boyd, author of It’s Complicated 

 

“The New Education takes a good hard look at the old education, and finds it sorely wanting. Are colleges and universities 

failing an entire generation of young people? Yes, argues Cathy N. Davidson, a renowned literary scholar and a leader in 

higher education reform. This is an important and illuminating book whose argument is driven by a deep knowledge of 

the past and an even deeper commitment to the future.” —Jill Lepore, David Woods Kemper ’41 Professor of 

American History, Harvard University 

 

“The New Education offers valuable reflections on ways educators can reexamine approaches to preparing young women 

and men for a rapidly evolving modern world. Grounded in decades of classroom experience and scholarly inquiry, Cathy 

N. Davidson makes a compelling case for educators to interrogate traditional structures in higher education, and help 

students seek, in her words, ‘a sustained and productive life.’” —John J. DeGioia, president, Georgetown University 

 

“Cathy N. Davidson offers us an inspiring and lucid explanation of how we got the educational system we have and how 

to build the one our students and our country needs and deserves. A must-read for those interested in higher education.” 

—Diana Taylor, president, Modern Language Association, and university professor, New York University 
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